
International Society for Fall Protection Symposium 

The International Society for Fall Protection (ISFP) invites you 
to participate in its premier learning and networking event, the 
ISFP Symposium, on June 29-30, immediately following 
ASSE's Safety 2016 Conference and Expo in Atlanta, GA.  
 
 
	  

June 29-30, 2016 
Atlanta, GA 

http://safety.asse.org/events/isfp.php 
	  

This year’s theme is  
Prevention + Protection=Progress 
and will focus on the importance of 
both approaches to minimize fall risk 
– with special ENGINEERING and 
EQUIPMENT Tracks. 
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PROGRAM 
 
Wednesday, June 29, 2016 
12:00PM – 1:00PM - Opening Luncheon 
1:00-1:15 p.m. Welcome and Introduction 
1:15-2:00 p.m.  Keynote Presentation by Kevin Denis  – “Hope you don't fall” 
 
Concurrent Sessions 
 
Period 1: 2:15-3:30 p.m. 
Engineering Track Session: Impact Forces Generated by Aerial Silk Circus Performers 
Speakers: Leonard Pianalto and Kelsey Van Steele 
 
Equipment Track Session: SRLs Technologies, Applications and Best Practices 
Speaker: Dan Henn 
 
Period 2: 3:45-5:00 p.m. 
Engineering Track Session: The Travel Restraint Envelope 
Speakers: Leonard Pianalto and Kelsey Van Steele 
 
Equipment Track Session: Brazilian Laws, regulations and standards on Work at Height 
Speaker: Miguel Branchtein 
 
Thursday, June 30, 2016 
7:30-8:00 a.m. Breakfast Briefing by Thom Kramer, ISFP President 
8:15-9:15 a.m. Keynote Presentation by Shawn Smith and Katie Miller from the U.S. Navy: Fall Protection for the 
Lightweight Worker – A Systems and Program Approach 
 
Concurrent Sessions 
 
Period 3: 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Engineering Track Session: Testing of a practical method for anchoring Fall Protection Systems to Partially 
Constructed Wood Roofs 
Speakers: Greg Small and Brittany Baltimore 
 
Equipment Track Session: Your harness has arrested your fall - what now? 
Speakers: Tim Briglia and Paul Stibilj 
 
Period 4: 10:45-11:45 a.m. 
Engineering Track Session: Load Testing: When, How and Why? 
Speaker: Rupert Noton 
 
Equipment Track Session: Results of 24 months outdoor weathering of ropes used in fall arrest equipment 
Speaker: Andre Lan 
 
Noon -1:00 p.m. - Closing Roundtable Discussion 
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Session Descriptions 
 
Wednesday, June 29, 2016 
 
1:15-2p.m.  Keynote - Hope You Don't Fall….   
This session will expound on the theme of prevention + protection = progress.  The objective is to 
focus on the people, equipment, documentation and maintenance of a fall protection program 
encouraging  employers to actively pursue a zero-fall program rather than hope that a fall does not 
occur.  There is more to protection than just supplying equipment.  There is a difference between 
making fall protection a priority and aggressively pursuing results versus a program that just exists. 
Case studies and examples will be utilized in conjunction with ANSI/ASSE Z359.2 Minimum 
Requirements for a Comprehensive Managed Fall Protection Program to illustrate the point.   
  Speaker: Kevin Denis, Gravitec Systems Inc. 

 
2:15-3:30p.m.  Impact Forces Generated by Aerial Silk Circus Performers    
  Speakers: Leonard Pianalto and  Kelsey Van Steele, Read Jones Christoffersen Ltd. Consulting 

Engineers 

2:15-3:30p.m.  SRLs Technologies, Applications and Best Practices   
  Speaker: Dan Henn, Reliance Industries 

 
3:45-5p.m.  The Travel Restraint Envelope   
The Hierarchy of Safety distinguishes between fall arrest and travel restraint, with every effort to 
reduce risk to the most practical extent. This study takes a closer look at the threshold where a travel 
restraint system may become a fall arrest system and introduces the concept of the Travel Restraint 
Envelope. In special circumstances, with flexible anchorages, the worker may be able to "pull" himself 
over the edge. Thus it becomes critical for the worker to understand the travel restraint envelope so 
that he may select the appropriate equipment to complete the work safely.  
  Speakers: Leonard Pianalto and Kelsey Van Steele, Read Jones Christoffersen Ltd. Consulting 

Engineers 

3:45-5p.m.  Brazilian Laws, Regulations and Standards on Work at Height  
This presentation will provide a general overview of Brazilian Laws , regulations and standards related 
to work at height.  The presenter will cover aspects related to work at height, including fall protection 
PPE, anchor devices, structural anchors, rope access, ladders, and scaffolding, as well as information 
on responsibilities, training and rescue.   
  Speaker: Miguel Branchtein, Brazil Ministry of Labor and Employment 
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Session Descriptions 
 
Thursday, June 30, 2016 
 
7:30-8 a.m.  General State of the Fall Protection Industry   
To kick off the second day of the 2016 ISFP Symposium, ISFP’s president, Thom Kramer, will provide an update on the state of 
the fall protection industry.   
 
8:15-9:15 a.m.  Keynote - Fall Protection for the Lightweight Worker – A Systems and Program Approach  Fall 
Protection equipment and systems have focused, in recent years, on pushing the upper limits to accommodate the needs of 
Heavy Weight Workers. But what of the needs of Lightweight Workers at the lower end? By utilizing techniques for design of 
U.S. aircrew protection and escape systems, learn how the U.S. Navy designed a fall protection program to provide improved 
protection to this segment of the population.   
  Speakers: Shawn Smith and Katie Miller, U.S. Navy 

 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  Testing of a Practical Method for Anchoring Fall Protection Systems to Partially Constructed Wood 
Roofs 
The Canadian Home Builder's Association developed a method for reinforcing skeletal wood trusses to provide fall protection 
anchors to protect workers installing roof sheeting and the final roof membrane. The presentation reviews the considerations 
for the design of this system and the subsequent testing to prove how it performs, and reveals several important and surprising 
findings. Travel Restraint and Fall Arrest use of the system are discussed. For Fall Arrest, clearance is the dominant design 
issue, and the presentation will discuss new design rules contained in CSA Z259.16-15 that actually allow workers to impact 
lower structures in limited circumstances.   
  Speakers: Greg Small and Brittany Baltimore, High Engineering Corporation 

 
9:30-10:30 a.m.  Your Harness Has Arrested Your Fall – What Now?  
Our objectives are very simple. They are to create awareness of how a victim of a post fall arrest scenario is situated. We all 
need to continue education of the dangers of suspension trauma and how to identify and use safety harnesses which are 
capable of eliminating the onset of such a debilitating health risk. Profits and production are increased by ensuring that return 
to work times can be dramatically reduced given employers are using the most suitable safety equipment.   
  Speakers: Tim Briglia and Paul Stibilj, SAS Safety Systems Pty Ltd 

 
10:45-11:45 a.m.  Load Testing: When, How and Why?    
  Speaker: Rupert Noton, LJB Inc. 

 
10:45-11:45 a.m.  Results of 24 Months Outdoor Weathering of Ropes Used in Fall Arrest Equipment   
Lifelines made of synthetic fiber materials degrade due to wear and exposure to ultraviolet (UV) light, weather, an aggressive 
environment and of combinations of these elements which lead to a loss of strength of ropes which, if used, have a risk of 
rupture during the stop of an accidental fall. Criteria to remove lifelines from service are more or less guidelines based on 
common sense and good practice that have never been scientifically validated. Thus, there is a need to better understand the 
mechanisms of aging of synthetic fibers of lifelines to establish reliable criteria for removing them from service.   
  Speaker: Andre Lan, IRSST 

 
12-1 p.m.  Closing Roundtable Discussion   
This session provides an opportunity for attendees to discuss any of the session topics, or any other topic related to fall 
protection. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions of our panel of industry experts.  


